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Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine,
Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division,
National Seafood Centre,
Clonakilty,
Co. Cork.
8th February 2019.

Submission
Re:

Aquaculture Licence Application T 05/472A.
Woodstown Bay Shellfish Ltd, The Harbour, Dunmore East, Co.Waterford.

Dear Sirs,
On behalf of Kinsale Yacht Club I wish to lodge an objection to the Aquaculture and
Foreshore Licence application identified as T05/472A for which your office has
requested submissions.
Kinsale Yacht Club has a well earned reputation for holding world class sailing
events in Kinsale Harbour generating substantial tourism activity with huge
community involvement.
In the past few years we have hosted World Dragon Gold Cup, World Disabled
Championships, Round UK and Ireland Race, World Clipper Race, Yachting Monthly
Triangle Race, Presidents Sailability Cup, Six Dinghy Nationals and this year we will
host the Inclusion Watersport Games in addition to our bi-annual Sovereigns Cup.
Next year we host the World Dragon Gold Cup once again together with the Squib
UK nationals. These events generate substantial tourist bed nights for Kinsale Hotels
and considerable spend locally for shop and restaurants.
Kinsale Yacht Club runs a five gold anchor, blue flag certified, Failte Ireland
approved 200 berth Marina which caters for in excess of 3000 annual visitors to
Kinsale.
Our sailing school provides a community based sporting outlet for all age groups and
our sailability program (ability for those with a disability) is well regarded
internationally.

-2Our mission is to get as many people on the water as possible in a safe and secure
environment.
We are all Volunteers.
We use the location proposed in this licence application for our activities throughout
the year. Our junior sailors use the area every weekend from February to November
and we regularly host local national and international events in this part of Kinsale
harbour. Our Mid Week races are held in this area ever Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday from May to September.

We maintain a permanent mooring for race management and lay and retrieve sailing
marks continually in this location. We share this beautiful space with other harbour
users, be they fishermen with lobster/crab pots, kayaks, paddle boards, surf boards,
swimmers or divers. We regularly anchor in this location as do many visitors to our
harbour.
This proposed mussel bed is in area of strong tidal current. In addition the sea bed of
this part of the harbour changes regularly with winter storms and changed utterly
after storm Ophelia in 2017, which moved the harbour “bar” some distance
northwards and created new shallows where previously none existed.
Any mussel bed ‘planted’ in this location will be dispersed by the tide and more
particularly by winter storms. Had there been a mussel farm in this proposed location
prior to storm Ophelia it would have been completely washed away up river towards
Kinsale town.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that during the test trial (outlined in the application as a
success, with no supporting documentation) a noticeable increase in mussel growth
occurred in Kinsale Harbour particularly on our marina. Incidents were reported of
substantial mussel growth on mooring buoys causing them to loose buoyancy and
sink.

-3This application is for an area of 25 hectares and the potential for indiscriminate
mussel growth on our 200 berth marina and our many mooring buoys is unlimited.
The growth of mussels within the seawater cooling systems of fishing and pleasure
craft engines is of particular concern as it takes place out of sight and manifests itself
only when the marine engine fails. This could result in unnecessary accidents at sea
with a potential loss of life and represents a serious Health and Safety hazard.
We are concerned that little or no meaningful information is provided within the
application documents. For instance, we have no information on:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

How the mussel bed is to be created.
How it is to be protected in its ‘growth’ phase.
How the bed is to be maintained.
The effect of existing sea fauna such as crabs, prawns and starfish.
How it can be limited to this particular area.
The dredging process.
The affect on water quality.
The disruption to all amenity users in the vicinity.

The paucity of information is most underwhelming. We also note that the applicant
has not submitted an independent Environmental Impact Statement that examines in
detail ALL of the environmental impacts of this proposal.
We believe that there can be no justification for locating a mussel farm in this
beautiful tourist destination. Kinsale Harbour is a “public realm” and the problems
arising from the uncontrollable spread of mussel growth will be catastrophic and
have many unintended consequences.
Accordingly, on behalf of our members, I request that this licence application be
refused.

Signed,

Mr. David O’Sullivan.
Commodore.
Kinsale Yacht Club.

